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CHAPTER 17, SECTION 17.230(6)  
INTERCHANGE ZONE DISTRICT 

CITY OF WAUPACA, WI 
 

(a) Intent. The Interchange Zone district was created to facilitate the development of land within an 
approximate ½ mile radius of the U.S. Highway 10/State Highway 22/54 Interchange. This 
property was envisioned to be developed into large scale and travel oriented retail with design 
standards that result in a welcoming gateway to the City of Waupaca. 

 
(b) Uses Permitted by Right.  

1. Retail uses greater than 10,000 square feet in sales floor area. 
2. Travel oriented businesses including travel centers, full service gas stations, drive-ins, 

restaurants, hotels, motels, and similar uses. 
 

(c) Special Uses.  
1. Retail uses less than 10,000 square feet in floor area. 
2. Entertainment uses including movie theaters, taverns, and similar uses. 
3. Office. 
4. Professional and Personal Services. 
5. Intermodal and Transportation stations. 

 
(d) Bulk Requirements.  

 

Bulk Requirements 

1. Lot Size 

Minimum Area  None 

Minimum Width  100 feet 

2. Building Setback 

Minimum Front  50 feet 

Minimum Rear Yard  25 feet 

Minimum Side Yard  40 feet total with 10 feet minimum           
for one side 

3. Building Size 

Minimum Floor Area  10,000 square feet 

4. Minimum Open Space 

Minimum Open Space A minimum of fifteen (15) percent 
of total area of each lot shall be 
devoted to landscaped open 
space 

5. Maximum Height  

Principal Structure  60 feet* 

Accessory Structure  30 feet* 

*No Structure may exceed maximum elevations noted in the 2004 
Airport Height Limitation Zoning Map for the Waupaca Municipal 
Airport. 

 
(e) Signs. The provisions of sec. 17.310 of this chapter shall apply in this district in addition to the 

following provisions.  No sign may exceed maximum elevations noted in the 2004 Airport Height 
Limitation Zoning Map for the Waupaca Municipal Airport. 
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1. Freestanding Signs Fronting Highway 10: 
i. May exceed twenty (20) feet in height by two (2) feet for each additional foot the 

sign is set back from a minimum of ten (10) feet from the Highway 10 right-of-
way. No freestanding sign shall exceed thirty five (35) feet in height.   

ii. Special Use for freestanding signs.  A special use permit may be applied for to 
increase the maximum sign height.  The applicant will need to follow established 
Special Use Permit application procedures identified in Section 17.440.  
Additionally, the applicant will need to demonstrate site and surrounding 
conditions that warrant an increase in sign height.  A sign with a special use 
permit may not exceed sixty (60) feet. 

iii. Freestanding signs shall not exceed the following for total square foot sign face 
(all sides); 

 

Freestanding Sign Maximum Total Sign Face Square Footage 

Lot Size Total Sign Face (all sides)  

Up to one-half (1/2) acre 300 square feet, 150 square feet per 
face 

From one-half (1/2) acre to two (2) 
acres 

600 square feet, 300 square feet per 
face 

More than two (2) acres 900 square feet, 450 square feet per 
face 

 
iv. Freestanding sign design shall comply with, at a minimum, one of the following; 

a. Multiple trees approximately 15’ in height and other landscaping 
are provided at the base of the sign. 

b. Sign poles shall be constructed of block or other decorative 
material. 

v. Freestanding signage shall compliment on-building signage. 
vi. All signs shall incorporate a landscaped area at the base of the sign. 
vii. In addition to the one (1) freestanding sign allowed, an additional monument sign 

may be utilized for directional purposes.  This sign must abut a right of way and 
conform to all sign requirements in section 17.310.  Total Sign Face (all sides) 
shall not exceed 64 square feet with a maximum of 32 square feet per sign face. 

viii. Shared signs are encouraged. 
(f) Building Architecture and Style Regulations. 

1. Exterior building materials shall be of high and comparable aesthetic quality on all sides. 
Building materials such as glass, brick, decorative concrete block, metal panel with 
concealed fastener, or stucco shall be used. 

2. A minimum of twenty (20) percent of all of the combined façades of the structure shall 
employ actual façade protrusions or recesses. A minimum of twenty (20) percent of all 
the combined linear roof eave or parapet lines of the structure shall employ differences 
in height, with such differences being six (6) feet or more as measured from eave to 
eave or parapet to parapet. 

3. Variation of colors complying with sec. 17.280(1) are strong encouraged on the building 
façade.   

4. Windows are strongly encouraged to be integrated into building design. 
5. Building entrances shall be clearly marked by incorporating distinct architectural features 

such as canopies, overhangs, projections, arcades, peaked roof forms, arches, display 
windows or other similar features. 

6. Barbed wire or electrical and single, double or triple strand fences are prohibited. 
7. All mechanical and utility equipment shall be screened or painted to be similar to the 

surrounding area.   
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8. All loading docks, outdoor storage and refuse areas shall be screened from public view 
using walls, or enclosures constructed of materials consistent with those used on the 
principal structure on the property. Screening fences, walls or enclosures shall be, at 
minimum, eight (8) feet high. 

 
(g) Landscaping and Open Space Regulations. 

1. All landscaping requirements of sec. 17.280(1) East Gateway Design Requirements 
apply. In cases where requirements conflict with sec. 17.280(1), the most restrictive 
requirements shall apply. 

2. All open areas of any lot not used for parking, driveways or storage shall be landscaped 
with an attractive mix of trees, shrubs, berms, flowers, natural mulch, planted ground 
cover, and other landscaping elements. 

3. All parking areas shall be landscaped with a buffer strip not less than fifteen (15) feet 
wide located between the edge of the right-of-way and the surface of the parking area. 
Corner lots shall provide said landscape buffer along both abutting rights-of-way. At least 
one tree per 50 feet of street frontage shall be provided.  The same total number of trees 
may be planted in clusters with varied spacing to create a more natural look.   Areas 
between trees shall be landscaped using a combination of shrubs, berms or planted 
ground cover. 

4. Any frontage abutting a residential uses shall have a landscape buffer or other screening 
material that is consistent with those used on the principal structure along the abutting 
frontage and, at minimum, eight (8) feet high. The buffer shall include at least one tree 
per 40 feet of abutting frontage.  

5. All trees located adjacent to designated parking areas must be pruned so that branching 
begins no less than 6 feet above pavement.  

 
(h) Temporary Structures 

1. Temporary structures sales/displays, such as Christmas trees, landscape materials, and 
fireworks, shall conform to section 17.103 TEMPORARY STRUCTURES of the 
Municipal Code of Waupaca, Wisconsin.  

 
(i) Parking 

1. Parking requirements shall conform to section 17.320 TRAFFIC, PARKING AND 
ACCESS of the Municipal Code of Waupaca, Wisconsin.   

2. Parking lots must incorporate landscaping or other treatment to minimize continuous 
impervious surface. 

 

(j) Traffic Impact and Circulation 
1. Staff may require a Traffic Impact Analysis for the proposed use or structure prior to Plan 

Commission review. Staff will determine the area for preparation of a Traffic Impact 
Analysis. An analysis must be conducted by a licensed professional engineer with 
expertise in traffic engineering. The analysis shall detail necessary improvements to 
existing road infrastructure and detailed onsite traffic circulation strategies. Onsite traffic 
circulation shall account for vehicle and pedestrian access to existing adjacent 
developments. Traffic circulation shall also account for vehicle and pedestrian access to 
existing infrastructure. 

2. Shared access and interconnected design best practices shall be used. Generally, 
adjacent lots shall share access to public rights of way and parking lots shall 
interconnect whenever practical. Shared access and interconnected parking lots will be 
assessed in accordance to Traffic Impact Analysis results.  

3. Vehicular access points planned to be located along property lines, or closer than six (6) 
feet from a property line, should be considered for shared vehicular access points with 
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the abutting lot or parcel. The vehicular access point centerline may be the property line 
between two (2) lots or parcels of land or may be a mutually agreed upon land access 
easement.  

4. Staff may require curb and islands for internal parking circulation.   
 

(k) Bicycle and Pedestrian Accommodations.  Bicycle and pedestrian accommodations shall be 
included to encourage bicycle and pedestrian circulation by providing adequate and safe 
storage and parking facilities for bicycles and providing adequate and safe facilities and access 
for pedestrians. 

1. One bicycle parking space shall be provided for each 2,000 square feet of floor area, 
one bicycle parking space shall be provided for each 2,000 square feet of floor area, up 
to a maximum of 10 spaces. In all cases where bicycle parking is required a minimum of 
two (2) spaces shall be provided. 

2. Bicycle parking spaces shall be located close to automobile parking spaces but kept 
separate and out of conflict with motor vehicle traffic.  

3. Bicycle parking facilities shall be located in a clearly designated and convenient location 
and shall be harmonious with the surrounding environment and shall be at least as 
convenient as the majority of auto parking spaces provided.  

4. Bicycle parking is allowed in the front and side setbacks of the parcel provided that the 
parking area requires no more than 25 percent of the required setback area being paved 
and the bicycle parking area is no further than one hundred (100) feet from the primary 
entrance of the building.  

5. Required bicycle parking racks must be designed to support the bicycle by its frame and 
allow the use of either a cable lock or a U-shaped lock. Bicycle lockers and secure 
indoor storage facilities are also allowed. 

6. Bicycle parking facilities shall be at least two (2) feet wide and six (6) feet deep with an 
access aisle at least five (5) feet wide. 

7. Continuous pedestrian walkways shall be provided from building entries to the public 
sidewalk or right-of-way, existing community trails, parking areas, transit stops, and 
adjacent properties, as appropriate to encourage connectivity to offsite pedestrian 
walkways.  

8. Onsite pedestrian walkways and sidewalks shall be a minimum of five (5) feet wide, 
except that walkways adjacent to a parking area where cars may overhang the walkway 
shall be a minimum of seven (7) feet wide.  

9. At each point that the onsite pedestrian walkway system crosses a parking lot or internal 
street or driveway, the walkway or crosswalk shall be clearly marked through the use of 
a change in color, texture, or height. 

 
 
 

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication according to law. 
 
 
 
        /s/Brian Smith    
        Brian Smith, Mayor 
Adopted:  December 20, 2011 
 
Published:  December 29, 2011 
 
ATTEST: 
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/s/Henry Veleker    
Henry Veleker, City Clerk 


